
After Installation

The very first thing to do is tell your machine where to get software.
Go to System->Administration->Software.
You will get:

In addition to all the ubuntu software downloadable from the internet, click on the 'Third-Party 
Software' tab and check both the options.
Your machine will then connect to the ubuntu server and get a full list of all available software. This 
will take some time to update though, so be patient.

Then I think it is a good idea to download and install all the upgrades available. This will take quite 
a while, as there will be over 200 MB of updates waiting for you. A red arrow should appear on the 
top panel telling you about this. If it does not show up, go to System->Administration->Update 
Manager and click on 'Install Updates'. 

The next thing is to install some packages that I think are essential/useful -
● ubuntu-restricted-extras. Installing this package will pull in support for MP3 playback and 

decoding, support for various other audio formats (gstreamer plugins), Microsoft fonts, Java 
runtime environment, Flash plugin, LAME (to create compressed audio files), and DVD 
playback.

● vlc. Needs no introduction – the media player that plays almost everything.
● (or) mplayer. The player that plays everything. Not as neat and compact as VLC though.
● gparted. If you want to format external hard disks or pen drives. You can do it without this, 

but gparted has a GUI.
● k3b. A better CD burning tool and the default one. You can also create ISO images with it.
● ktorrent. One of the better torrent clients.
● acidrip (or) ogmrip. DVD ripping software. Acidrip has more options, but is also a little 

more complicated to use.



How to install these packages?
There are two options: Synaptic Package Manager and the Terminal. 

Go to System->Administration-> Synaptic Package Manager.
You will get:

Click on 'Search' on the top panel, and type the package name. When it comes up, right click on it 
and say 'Mark for Installation'. It may tell you that it depends on some other package, and it will 
automatically select that also.
Once you have marked all the packages you want, click on 'Apply' and it do the rest.



However, since you already know exactly what you want to install, a simpler and faster way to do it 
would be through the terminal.

Go to Applications->Accessories->Terminal. You will get :

Just type :

sudo apt-get install ubuntu-restricted-extras vlc mplayer gparted 
k3b ktorrent acidrip

Followed by any other package you want to install. 
Press enter, key in your password (since installing software has to be done by super user) and your 
done.

This should take care of most issues.

This document assumes all your hardware is working. Going to system-> Administration-
>Hardware Testing will give you an idea of this.
If some things are not working, you have a little more learning to do! A google search may help, but 
then again you may not understand whats happening in all the posts. If you see a post where 
someone who has the exact same problem as you and it has been solved, just follow the same steps 
even if you don't have a clue whats happening. Someday you will start understanding a tiny bit of 
whats happening, and then your learning curve will see an exponential rise!
If evrything does work though, you won't spend hours looking through forums, and you won't get 
this learning opportunity. 
So it really is a good thing if your hardware does not work!


